CANADA GEESE
MANAGEMENT
PLAN

This policy is a guideline to City staff for population
management of Canada Gees population within City
parks. Itisin order to preserve and continue the
City’s park friendliness, openness with wildlife, and
well-maintained atmosphere the City has created this
policy.

ADOPTED May 8, 2018



1. The City of Mondovi Geese Management Concerns

1.1. Canada Goose Habitat Use and Population Estimate

The City of Mondovi encompasses approximately four (4) square miles of parks, residential neighborhoods,
an industrial park, and commercial areas. Urban development, various wetland types, floodplains, ponds, lakes,
rivers, creeks, and developed recreational areas are the dominant land cover types within the boundaries.
Canada geese use various areas of Mondovi along the Buffalo River, Peeso Creek, Brownlee Creek and Mirror
Lake.

Nesting occurs in natural open spaces found within and adjacent to the areas identified along with nearby
farm ground that consists of bodies of water. Newly hatched broods tend to loaf and feed in the public open
spaces and developed recreation areas. After their flightless period, Canada geese are more mobile and
frequently move from wetland, floodplain, public open space and recreation areas to adjacent feeding areas in
developed urban and recreational areas, and the City’s natural and man-made stormwater ponding/drainage
system. In mid-summer, as many as 40 young and adult geese are found in these same areas, depending on
reproductive success. Later in the summer, (late July through September) flocks exceeding 100 individuals are
observed in the area, due to birds flying into the vicinity from surrounding areas and migratory or transient
geese.

1.2 Visitation and Recreation Areas

Visitor and recreation areas in Mondovi that are impacted the most by geese include Mirror Lake Park,
Sharp’s Point Park, and the Arboretum and Lyndsie Field. Areas that are also affecting by the inundation of
Canada Geese are Peeso and Brownlee Creeks and the Buffalo River. These locations have surface water
elements and vast areas of open space. The general public occupies all areas of the open space for active and
passive recreation (picnicking, pick-up games, fishing and hiking/trail use), and general recreational use
(playgrounds, horse shoes, etc.).

1.3 Concentrated Habitat Use and Human Use Conflicts

All park and recreation spaces typical experience excessive goose excrement in many areas; including
parking lots, picnic areas, along trails, on the athletic fields, and around the playgrounds and bathroom areas.
Geese often feed on and cause damage to the grass within the parks and also cause similar concerns along the
shorelines of the Mirror Lake, creeks, and Buffalo River. These excrement deposits are a nuisance and elicit
numerous complaints by both employees and park users, especially from the various recreational groups that
rely on the City’s park spaces. The excrement can carry diseases and contaminate Mirror Lake, thereby affecting
the health of the lake and fishing environment.

1.3.1 Proximity Sensitive areas

In addition to the public and recreational spaces listed above there are several schools, regional
parks, and the Tourist Park located in close proximity that may experience additional geese if
management resulted in dispersal of the goose population vs. removal. Additionally, if geese take flight
during goose management activities it could lead to a scattering of the population to adjacent
municipalities, townships open spaces, or alternate local park and/or treatment pond locations;
resulting in similar nuisances and complaints from area residents and business owners.

Mondovi works cooperatively with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) on all
water quality issues within the City limits. Canada Geese contribute to the associated impairments in
the waterbodies described above. Animal unit estimates were made for Canada Geese during the 2017
summer season prior to the removal of the Canada Geese in cooperation with the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS). Wildlife contributions are anticipated to fluctuate during early spring and fall
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as a result of migration patterns. Multiple open recreational areas inside the City of Mondovi are ideal
resting locations for migrating waterfowl.

1.3.2 Concerns with Canada Geese Populations

City residents and visitors alike have aired many complaints regarding the Canada Geese population
which include, but are not limited to: aggressive behavior, noise, water quality issues, and excrement or
droppings from the Canada Geese. The excrement becomes the most concern to the City and its
residents, as the USFWS presented to City Council in 2017, numerous concerns with the Canada Geese
excrement contaminants to the City’s water quality and surrounding parks. Exposing the City’s residents
and visitors to potential health concerns that require the necessity of a Canada Geese population
maintenance or management program.

2. Canada Geese Management Recommendations

2.1 Goals and Measures

Canada goose management goals for Mondovi in 2018 had been conducted by trap and removal practices of
adult birds and goslings in the summer (before goslings take flight). Mondovi would, however, like to keep all
possible options available; including recording and tracking, habitat modifications, redistribution, egg removal
and oiling, trap and process, and hunting. Management activities should be flexible and allow for the use of the
best option available based upon the conditions present at the time of permitting and past management
practices. The City would like to achieve a localized reduction in nesting and flightless geese and has adopted
the ongoing goal of no more than six (6) breeding pairs within the City limits. The ongoing goal for reducing
loafing on and near Mirror Lake is to prevent all significant use of the open green space and hard surface areas
utilized for recreational and public use purposes by Canada geese during the summer months (May through
September).

2.2 Geographic Scope

The population reduction and concentrated use reduction goals are primarily focused on Mirror Lake, Peeso
Creek prior to Mirror Lake within the City of Mondovi, and Peeso Creek from the Mirror Lake Dam to the outlet
of Peeso Creek into the Buffalo River. The population reduction area outlined in the attached map, represents
the areas adjacent to Sharp’s Point Park, Mirror Lake, Peeso Creek, and the Buffalo River that would
subsequently move to these sites after hatching. Due to the historically observed quantity of geese and
proximity of impaired surface waters, population reduction activities will be focused near Mirror Lake.

2.3 Management Techniques

The proposed techniques for Canada goose management for the City of Mondovi are varied in type and
geographic area. Meeting the goals as outlined will require the implementation of a broad set of techniques.
Any one management technique used alone will likely be ineffective for any significant length of time since
tolerance and habituation will likely occur. As a result, this plan will use an integrated management approach,
with a number of various techniques applied in varying ways, times and locations.

No Feeding Wildlife Ordinance and Signage

The City understands the desire of individuals, especially with children, to feed and care for animals — even
wild ones. However, it would be in the best interest of the City to consider, and adopt, an Ordinance that
prohibits the feeding of wildlife within City parks. This will prevent animals, including Canada Geese, returning
to an area where food is easily accessible. Once the Ordinance is past signs should be erected to remind
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residents and visitors about the Ordinance and the fine that could be imposed for feeding wild animals. Since
Mirror Lake is a wide open park, these signs should be placed at the following locations at a minimum: Oak
Street where the west bound lane turns south to run alongside the east shoreline of Mirror Lake; just north of
the Portage; immediately to the westside of the “Mirror Lake Park” sign; in front of the entrances to the
pavilion; in the northwest corner of the Mirror Lake Park; the entrance area of Sharp’s Point Park; and
immediately at the entrance of every fishing pier.

Recording/Tracking Management Activities for Future Adjustments/Improvements

All management activities will be documented on the Management Activity Tracking Form (Appendix B) and
submitted to the City Administrator by October 1° of each year. The City will keep a copy of each year on file for
a period of 10 years to help facilitate future management activities that might need adjustments or
improvements.

Habitat Modification

Various private properties and/or businesses regularly report goose damage and fecal deposits on or
adjacent to their property. The City would like to be able to adjust management activities to address such
verified complaints within the City limits on an as needed basis, as documented by the previous record and
tracking activities. Options to consider for habitat modification will be tailored to meet the unique
characteristics and concerns of the location(s); including increased height of vegetation, vegetation buffer
distance, planting or promoting shrub or natural willow colonization, landscape plantings, or by ceasing to mow
certain areas. Any ideas to be considered would be discussed with appropriate City, and possibly WDNR, staff.

Consider the use of turf (grass) that is not palatable with Canada Geese including but not limited to “Flight
Turf” (www.flightturf.com); which is used at airports around the nation to deter geese populations. Habitat
modification includes the use of vegetative barriers and physical obstacles not already used such as rip rap
material and larger boulders. Large boulders, trees, tall native grasses, and other large natural barriers deter
geese from using these areas due to the lack of long range site vision. Geese prefer large open areas with few
obstructions due to the ability to see predatory animals from a distance and allowing them to flee. (Smith A. E.;
Craven; and P. D. Curtis. 1999. Managing Canada geese in urban environments. Jack Berryman Institute
Publication 16, and Cornell University Cooperative Extension, Ithaca, N.Y.).

Temporary Physical Barriers

The use of temporary electric, snow fence, or woven wire fencing that limits Canada goose access to Mirror
Lake, public open spaces, and other impaired waterbodies during the spring, summer, and/or fall season will be
considered. Any fencing that is installed would need to be removed and re-established in a manner that
prevents geese from entering the fenced off area from the water or from the adjacent upland area in a more
permanent fashion.

This fencing methodology can include a temporary fence of about 30 inches in height and long enough to
discourage the ability to walk around. This fence is constructed using stakes and wire or mylar tape with a
twisted pattern. This temporary fence should be constructed when goslings are present. (ibid).

Permanent Physical Barriers

The use of permanent woven wire fencing that limits Canada goose access to Mirror Lake, public open
spaces, and other impaired waterbodies during the spring, summer, and/or fall season may be considered.
Fencing would be installed and established in a manner that prevents geese from entering the fenced off area
from the water or from the adjacent upland area. Routine inspection of the fence will be done on a monthly
basis. Fencing could be used in conjunction with vegetation barriers, or the use of vegetation to obscure the
fence. This includes permanent trails and/or sidewalks that should be adjacent to Mirror Lake. (ibid).
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Vegetative Barriers
Planting of natural vegetation near the lake could reduce the attractive nature of Mirror Lake to Canada
Geese. These plants consist of brush, hedges, natural grasses and trees.

Redistribution Techniques

Preventing Canada geese from loafing on the shorelines, developed recreational and public spaces, and
adjacent areas will be an ongoing activity during the summer months. We anticipate using a number of
techniques to redistribute the geese to other areas within the park. Additionally, the City plans to use multiple
techniques at varied times and with subtle shifts in methods so that the geese do not become habituated to any
one technique or get accustomed to a particular schedule of activity. All of the methods will have some degree
of impact on the park visitor experience and mitigating this disruption will be a priority. Some redistribution
techniques require specific training, personal protective equipment and adherence to policies and procedures
for their safe use. While some of these visitor impacts and safety considerations are mentioned alongside each
technique, a thorough examination of these and other issues should be conducted prior to employing a
particular redistribution technique. Depending on the methods used, notification will be provided via location
specific signage, Facebook ® posting, and/or a posting to the City website.

e Human and mechanical disruption, such as harassment during mowing operations and chemical
deterrents;

e Disturbing loafing and feeding Canada geese by individuals on foot so geese can be moved from the area
of concern to an adjacent area or off the property;

e Predator decoys: the immediate acquisition and use of 2D or 3D coyote/dog decoys on the athletic fields
or open green space to discourage use by geese is a management option. Decoys that are placed
intermittently and exhibit periodic motion due to wind gusts can be effective at deterring geese;

e Use of a trained dog during nesting season with a handler is another viable option.

Excrement Removal

Sporadic removal of goose excrement from public open spaces may be necessary during the late spring and
summer months. The primary goal is to effectively redistribute geese away from these areas, with the goal being
a reduction of feces in these areas. However, it may be necessary to remove incidental goose feces from the
athletic fields, trails, and/or open green space areas on an as-needed basis. If the population becomes boosted
by the transient Canada Geese, and their excrement becomes over whelming on the open area and park
environment, the City should consider the acquisition of a sweeper designed to remove avian excrement based
on need.

2.3.1 Population Reduction

In order to accurately reduce the population, keep it in check, or eventually eliminate the issue altogether,
the schedule of the Canada Geese should be understood and recognized. Knowing their annual mating rituals
and molting schedules should assist the City with population control. The Canada Geese schedule was provided
through GeesePeace (http://www.geesepeace.com/images/Geese_Seasons.pdf; downloaded on 04/30/2018)
on the following page — Figure 1.

Nesting Management

Annual nest search and egg oiling treatment should be conducted in localized areas within Mirror Lake,
Peeso Creek, and Sharp’s Point Park. The areas to be searched and treated include suitable nesting habitat
immediately adjacent to afore mentioned locations. Nest searches and treatment protocol should follow
methods prescribed by the required USFWS and WDNR permits. Permit conditions will be followed and
reporting will be conducted on an annual basis. To facilitate future nest searches, a map should be generated
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http://www.geesepeace.com/images/Geese_Seasons.pdf

Seasons Jan| Feb ||Mar|| Apr| May| Jun|| Jul|/|Aug | |Sep|| Oct||Nov| ||Dec
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same nest sites are likely to be used in subsequent years.

Figure 1. GeesePeace Geese Seasons Chart.

Trapping and removal (during flightless period)

Capture and removal of flightless, mixed age groups of geese during the summer flightless period is an
effective way to reduce the localized population of geese during the peak Mirror Lake and recreational use time
(June-July). The use of trained staff (if permitted) to capture, remove and dispose of geese from the City of
Mondovi is a management option. Such removal would need to be detailed as part of a US Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) Depredation permit, and goose removal and disposition would need to be conducted according
to the permit conditions. (Currently the WDNR only allows USDA Wildlife Services (WS) to conduct goose round-
ups.)

Goose Harvest

(NOTE: Goose removals can only occur via a round-up by USFWS under the authority of a USFWS issued
depredation permit or by hunters during open Canada Goose seasons. Hunters would be required to have the
proper hunting licenses and stamps. Also, the Goose Harvest portion of Population Reduction section of this
Plan will only be used as a last resort.)

Selective and occasional lethal removal of individual geese is an effective complement to pyrotechnic shells
and other redistribution or harassing methods and is a viable option. Such removal would need to be detailed
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as part of a removal permit application through the (USFWS), and goose removal and disposition would need to
be conducted according to the specific permit conditions. Such conditions would include the number of Canada
Geese that can be removed and the specific information about the methods to be used in their harvest and
disposition. These harvest methods include, but are not limited to:
e Round-up and removal with assistance through the USDA,;
e Bow hunting of geese allowed within certain areas along Peeso Creek and Buffalo River, not within any
City park area and boundaries would be established by City staff. (Only during open seasons for
Canada Geese)

2.4 Public Information

Informing the public and park users about Canada goose management activities is an integral part of a
successful goose management plan. Information and signage detailing some of the methods being used will be
developed to provide users with background information. Signage or posted notices may be developed for
certain activities. Additionally, individual users will be notified of pending activities that might be considered
alarming had they not received prior notice and explanation. All persons performing management activities
should provide users with accurate and thorough information about our goose management objectives, and also
inform users how the particular management activity being conducted fits into the larger Canada Geese
management plan.

2.5 Partner Relationships and Permit Requirements

Coordination with all appropriate entities; including (but not limited to) residents, local law enforcement,
and the volunteer organizations willing to participate in this program, will be conducted for population
monitoring and permitting, and all goose management activities. Compliance with all WDNR and USFWS
permitting requirements; including annual reporting, and notification and involvement of the local WDNR
Wildlife Biologist will be strictly adhered to.
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APPENDIX A: DEPRIDATION PERMIT

United States Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Division of Migratory Birds
5600 American Blvd. West, Suite 990
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458

In Reply Refer to:

Renewal of your Federal Migratory Bird Depredation (DPRD) Permit
Please mdicate 1f a renewal 1s desired: Yes No

TO RENEW YOUR PERMIT, YOU MUST PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING OR YOUR RENEWAL CANNOT BE
PROCESSED AND WILL BE RETURNED:

1. Attach a specific description of the damage or other mterests harmed over the past year, an estimate of the economic
loss suffered as a result, and an estimate of the number of each species mvolved.

2. Attach a description of the nonlethal control techniques you have used to alleviate or eliminate the problem over the
past year, including how long and how often they have been conducted.

3. Report any changes mn the information submutted with your original application including name, principal officer,
address, phone number or location of business.

4. Fill out the attached Depredation Annual Report for 2017.

5. Enclose a check or money order in the amount of $100 and payable to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service if you
are applying on behalf of a business or an airport; or $50 if you are a homeowner requesting a permit for damage to your
personal residence or property. Federal, State, Tribal and Municipal government agencies are exempt from the fee
requirement.

6. If you are applying on behalf of an airport for a permut to control birds m flight zones, indicate whether you are
operating under an approved Wildlife Hazard Management Plan. Yes No

7. Complete item numbers 1 through 6, contact, sign and date below and mail all documents required above to
USDA/APHIS/Wildlife Services offices in either Rhinelander (Northern District Office) 715-369-5221 or Waupun (Southern
District Office) 920-324-4514 by January 31, 2018.

USDA/APHIS/Wildlife Services or USDA/APHIS/Wildlife Services
P.O. Box 1064 1201 Storbeck Drive
Rhunelander, WI 54501 Waupun, WI 53963

Wildlife Services will prepare a Wildlife Services Permit Review Form (WS Form 37) providing their recommendation
regarding vour depredation problem, attach it to your renewal and will forward all documents to USFWS for
processing.

If you have any questions, please contact U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, telephone no. (612) 713-5436. Information,
regulations and forms may be obtained by visiting our website at www_fws gov/permits.

I hereby certify that all information submitied in support of my original application remains current and correct except as
previously changed or with this form. I understand any false statement may subject me to the criminal penalties of 18

U.S.C. 1001.

Signature Date
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CANADA GEESE MANAGEMENT PLAN

APPENDIX B: CANADA GEESE MANAGEMENT ACTIVITY TRACKING FORM

CITY OF MONDOVI, WISCONSIN
YEAR: PAGE - of .
Complete this data sheet for every project completed, one row per project. Each project could consist of planting new grass, vegetative barrier, harassment, or
egg oiling just to name a few.

EGG QILING: Under "#" place the number of eggs in the nest. If eggs are not oiled, give reason in comments. Mark the nest location on the area map or a street
map if one is available. Place a flag near the nest, about 10 feet away from the shoreline if possible. Under action mark N = no egss found in next, R = Returned 1o
nest to re-oil and check the temperature of the eges, or O = new oiling of eggs.

DATE PROJIECT NUMBER ACTION INITIALS COMMENTS

Page 8 of 8



